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KION North America Participates in Apprenticeship Carolina Two-Day Training Event 
 

SUMMERVILLE, S.C. — In conjunction with Apprenticeship Carolina and New America, KION North America 
participated in Trident Technical College’s two-day training event on November 18 and 19, 2019, designed to 
assist state and local communities in developing youth apprenticeship programs.  

“The two-day training event showcased the strong benefits of the apprenticeship program for participating 
companies and the students,” said Jeff Peterson, director of manufacturing, KION North America.  

This invitation-only event engaged partners from five states in a study-tour and workshop following the 
Partnership to Advance Youth Apprenticeship (PAYA) Guiding Principles for High-Quality Youth Apprenticeship. 
The conference, which featured the Charleston Regional Youth Apprenticeship Program as a national model, 
included panel discussions with employers, K-12 leaders and current/former youth apprentices and a tour of 
current youth apprenticeship employers. KION North America welcomed a total of 25 individuals from throughout 
the southeast, providing them with an introduction to KION North America and a tour of its 250,000 sq ft facility in 
Summerville, South Carolina.  

“By participating in a plant tour, educators were able to hear from our industrial engineering apprentice, Drake 
Head, and see first-hand the projects that our apprentices are directly involved with,” added Peterson. 

For the past three years, KION North America has hosted a total of five apprentices through the Charleston 
Regional Youth Apprenticeship Program. As apprentices in this program, high school juniors, seniors or recent 
high school graduates gain a minimum of 2,000 hours of job-specific skills in their chosen education track and 
complete half of their Associate’s Degree from Trident Technical College – at no cost to them. KION North 
America representatives believe that this program is one measure towards closing the gap that exists between 
the jobs of the future and the available workforce in our area. 

### 
 
 
 
KION North America Corporation 
 

Headquartered in Summerville, S.C., KION North America Corporation is a member of the KION Group, one 
of the world's two leading manufacturers of industrial trucks and the largest manufacturer of electric forklifts. 
Their brand companies, Linde and Baoli, serve the specific industrial truck requirements of the U.S. Canadian 
and Mexican markets with a comprehensive and complementary product portfolio. KION North America 
produces material handling equipment known for their innovative technologies, reduced energy consumption 
and low operating costs. KION North America also works closely with their sister company, Dematic, the 
global leader in automated material handling that provides a comprehensive range of intelligent supply chain 
and automation solutions. 
 
Disclaimer 
This release contains forward-looking statements that are subject to various risks and uncertainties. Future 
results could differ materially from those described in these forward-looking statements due to certain factors, 
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e.g. changes in business, economic and competitive conditions, regulatory reforms, results of technical studies, 
foreign exchange rate fluctuations, and the availability of financing. We do not undertake any responsibility to 
update the forward-looking statements in this release. 
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